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AUTHOR'S 


Apology. 


— 22 HE Importunity of 
Ne I ; ſome favourable Hear- 
4 ers (not any uncommon 
aa in the follow- 


Diſcourſe) occa- 


IM the Publication of 


11.— 7 ſhould think it quite unbe- 


coming my Years me ſhorter Expe- 


ri ence, 


(i 

rience, to venture any Thing into the 
World upon my own- raw-1 ect 
Judgme 1 unſollicited. 2 oc 
any one blame me therefore for the 
ſeeming Impertinence of publiſhing 
fo early in Life ; and what, I my 
ſelf think 72 a plain Diſc Na 
but let the Fault be theirs whoſe 
Friendſhip and Candour laid me 
under Obligations ' of gratifying 
them ; and who have, kindly indeed, 
promiſed to anſwer for it. 


* 
ft 
Y 


PSALM LV. * 


0 Hat I had Wings like a Dove; 
For then would ? fly « my; and 
te at Reſt. 


4 86 C74» H E Uncertainty and pe- 
O riſhing Nature of all 
DIE S 2 earthly Things do imme- 
7 A diately appear to every 
attentive Mind. Could 

eee dot allow fome Lei- 
fate Fern the Hurry of Life, and the Vio- 
lence of our prepoſſeſſed Affections, we 
muſt ſoon confeſs the empty unſatisfying 
Nature of thoſe Things, to the procuring 
whereof, ſo much Time, and Labour, and 
Art are employ'd. A confiderate View of 
human Life, in this its preſent Scene of 
Exiſtence, even in its faireſt Shew, may 
be called, comparatively, altogether Vanity ; 
comparatively, I fay, with that glorious 
State, to which our immortal Souls, made 
A to 
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2 One View of Human Life 


to out- live Death and the Grave, naturally 
tend. That truly is a Ftate worthy our moſt 
affectionate Care; a State to which the am- 
bitious heaven- born Mind turns her View, 
and finds herſelf exceedingly « entertained with 
the enchanting Proſpect ; a State, towards 
which, they who happily ſee through the 
thin, ſuperficial Shadow of this Life, ſend 
up their ardent Breathings, make their ſure 
Refuge and Hope ; M and amidſt all the Dif- 
ficulties, Caſualties, and Diſtreſſes of mortal 
Life, do, with, Confidence and eager Long- 
ing cry out with holy David, « O that] 
« had Wings like a Dove; for then would 
« I fly away, and be at Reſt.” They ſee 
how unſtable and fleeting every Thing is here 
below ; how the very Falun of this World 


paſſes away ; and is cven as a River that 


glideth by. 

Wi come firſt upon the Stage weak and 
defenceleſs, Os 7 to furniſh ourſelves the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance, far leſs to pertorm any Part 
but that of weeping and crying. We paſs 
through a tedious and dangerous Childhood, 
every Moment liable to Accidents, which 
embitter a good deal the Sweets of parental 
Affection, and make them perpetually un- 
cafy. The next Step we make is to Youth, 


a 


talen, and Feconciled, &c. 3 
x Time of Life ſubject to many Follies and 
Impertinencies ; * for when had Youth the 
« Leiſure to be wiſe?” They are expoſed 
to many Hazards and Dangers from unfore- 
ſeen Misfortunes, from bad Imp reſſions 
made upon their tender Hearts, cher. by 
the Influence of their accidental Education, 
or bad Example; for now their pliant 
Minds, like Wax, are ready to receive the 
firſt Stamp and Impreflion : and hard it 18 
to raze out thoſe that are made agreeable to 
the weak Part of our Frame, to which we 
are too apt to be bias'd by the craving of 
thoſe A Appetites which ſtrongly ſollicite their 
Gratification. And what a Scene of Di- 
ſtreſs opens up” to us from one 'S getting an 
accidental Turn to indulge i in foul Exceſſes 
of ſenſual Delights * He is brought throtigh 
his Intemperancè and Luxury to a Morſel 
of Bread, and to drag along the remaining 


Part of his ifa reeable Life, (happy for him 
the ſhortet) ſpent in fruitles tormenting 


Sorrow for his for er Miſconduct, weary 
of his Being, and yet fearful of Death, which 


: to him appears in all his glogmy Horrors. 
' FRomM Youth we launch out into the 


iy confirmed State of Man; though even 
here we are told, he is altogether Vanity;“ 
4 2 for 
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4 One View of Human Life 

for notwithſtanding his Conſtitution of Body 
may now be nay robuſt and vigorous, and 
his Mind too, if perchance, he has had a 
happy Turn of Education, may now be in 
its beſt Plight; yet here are Cares and La- 
bours equal to both; requiring . his, greateſt 


Activity and Pains 90 lay up and provide for 


the Winter of old Age which is faſt. ap- 
proaching. Now the hoary Head and 
wrinkled Brow, attended with many Dif- 
eaſes and Infirmities, with tedious Days, 
ſpent in ſhifting for every little new Scene 
of Delight; and weariſome Nights, loſt in 
broken $loeps, in fruitleſs Dreams, and 

haps racking Pain ; 5 fay, tis Care and 
85 enough now for old Age (under ſo ma- 
ny Difficulties and Diſcouragements) even to 
reconcile its ſelf to Life, and render the Pro- 
viſion already made any Way Peale or to: 
lerable. | N 

" INNUMER. ABLE are 12 Joconventencies 
of mortal Life ; ſome of whic h may be ex- 
einpliffed by the Chan Kats MF and Un- 
certainty of all human Airs, ariſing from 
unforeſeen Accidents and Misfortunes; by 
the Treachery of Friends, and the Malice of 
Enemies; by the Diſeaſes and Pains which 
both our Bodies and Souls are liable to, and 


; almoſt 


talen, and reconciled, &c. 5 
almoſt neceſſarily reſulting from our Conſti- 
tution and Situation i; and by God's juſt 
temporal: Puniſhments off our Wickedneſs 
and IT ranſgreſſions. All "which: we will 
ſpeak a little to in their Order.. 

I/ then. As to the Changeableneſs and 
Pncectaingy of all human Affairs, ariſing 
from unforeſeen Accidents and Misfortunes.-- 
He that but Yeſterday was proud of his 
great Poſſeſſions, and thought himſelf above 
the World, having laid in Store for many 
Vears; yet to Day, the Schene is changed, 
a Guſt of unrelenting Wind o erwhelms his 
Thouſands abroad, 3 locks them up in 
the bottomleſs Gulph. At home, an In- 
undation ſweeps away his Ten thouſands ; 
or they are devour'd in the hideous Ruins of 
the far waſting mercileſs Flames. Or ſup- 
poſe out ward Circumſtances proſperous and 
flouriſhing, the over- fond Parents in a Mo- 
ment are deprived of the Darling of their 
Souls, the only Child of their Love, whom 
they ſo much doated upon (and from the 
pleaſing Proſpe& of whoſe Happineſs every 
Care of Life, otherwiſe tedious and burthen- 
ſome, was ſweetned and render'd agreeable) 
is ſnatch'd away in the Twinkling of an 
Eye; and they are left to mourn wretched 
* and 


Under ſtandinding, nor. Favour to Men 
<, of Skill; but Time and Chance happen- 
* neth to them all.” Our daily Experience 
ſufficiently proves this . The hungry are 


6 One Fiewof Human Life 

and: inconſolable;,—— In ſhort, no Rank or 
Station of Men, however dignified with 
pompous Titles or Honours, are free from 
the unavoidable Caſualties of this frail Life. 
They who to Day gain the Applauſe of the 
World, are in every one's Eſteem and: Af- 
1 to Morrow, are made the Sport of 


giddy Fortune, ungenerouſſy taken down 
— vilified. Even Crowns and Scepters (of 


all Mortals, at the fartheſt — one 


would think, from the Viſciſſitudes of Time) 
undergo their Changes and Revolutions too; 


and are often brought to the fame Diſtreſs, 


though harder to bear, with the moſt 18 
noble of their Subjects. Ie requires but a 


ſmall r, with the Hiſtory of tlie 


World, to fee that * the Race is not to the 
* wil, nor the Battle to the ſtrong, neither 


© Bread to the wiſe, nor Riches to Men of 


made to dwell in a fruitfal Land, and a 
<< City prepared for their Habitation. They 


« ſow Fields and plant Vineyards, which 


© yield Fruits of Increaſe ; they are multi- 
{* plied greatly. But again they are dimi- 


“ niſhed 
* Ecc, ix. 11. + Pal, cvii. 36. | 


taken, and confrdered, &c. 7 
<« niſhed and brought low thro' Affliction, 
<« Oppreſſion, and Sorrow. The Poor are 
cc 21 on high, and Contempt is poured up- 
on Princes, and they wander in a Wälder 
I 2 where there is no Way. | 
Wir regard to the Treachery of Friends, 
how ,melancholy. is it to Qbſervation, to be- 
hold ſo little Sincerity, fuch a Want of In- 
genuity and Candour, even among thoſe 
whoſe outward Semblance is all Grace and 
Love? To ſee Men ſalute with all the 
Eagernck of mutual Affection, with a ſim- 
pering Smile in their Looks, and Hybla 
upon their Tongue whom in Heart they 
Scorn, as the Prophet Jer. * obſerves, © one 
<<  ſpeaketh: peaceably to his Neighbour with 
<« his Mouth, but in his Heart he lieth in 
* wait”; to ſee Men profeſsgreat Friendſhips, 
when! in Truth they mean none; to ſee the 
moſt ſacred Endearment of Life fo vilely 
proſtituted, and ſerve ſuch mean Purpoſes, 
is ſurely attended with no ſmall Degree of 
Unecaſineſs to thoſe who have not as yet 
become - faſhionable ; whoſe honeft Hearts 
cannot thus depart Hom the Laws of In- 
genuity, and give the Lie to their Coun- 
tenances. How can the Sincere and Up- 
ran but pine and grieve, to ſee one of 


the 


® 1x.8. 


8 One View of Human Life 
the nobleſt Unions of Souls, whoſe Foun- 
dation in Nature is laid ſo deep and binding 
upon every one that wears a human Heart, 

ſo ignobly counterfeited, prophan'd, and 
made a Tool of, a Sacrifice to every de- 
ſigning Hypocrite. Barely to be a Specta- 
tor of ſo much of this as we ſee in the 
World, is enough to give every plain can- 
did Soul a ſufficient Surfeit of Life, and 
make him glad to be gone. Is this then, 
fays he, the happy World which one might 
juſtly expect here? The Appearances indeed 
are fair and goodly; but alas the Expreſ- 
ſions of them are far ſhort. Inſtead of the 
tender Affections of Love and true Friend- 
ſhip, inſtead of Fidelity and Honeſty, un- 
feigned Eſteem and real Sympathy; Things 
that wou'd render Life eligible enough and 
lovely, how much appears of Falſhood s 
Defign, and Cunning, which naturally ge- 
nerate Diſcord, Confuſion and Infelicky. 
With ſuch Meditations, what muſt be the 
native. Utterance of the good Man's offend- 
ed Soul i ? What, but the conſolatory re- 
freſhing Words of my Text, O that I 
« had Wings like a Dove; for then . 
* 1 fly away, and be at Reſt. 4 


TE 


dalen, and reconciled, &. 9 
Tun Troubles of Life which ſpring from 
open Enemies, the next in order, tho' of- 
ten very vexatious and tormenting, yet bring 
not with them ſuch deep Diſtreſs, as the 
former, the Treachery of Friends. For 
the one Profeſſes the very Thing he Labours 
to bring about, and in this Caſe his Cha- 
racter appears in a fairer Light, and is inuch 
preferable to the Man who is not what he 
ſeems to be ; for thus he is qualified to per- 
petrate a greater Miſchief than the Perſon 
who by his open Acknowledgements of 
Enmity gives one an Opportunity of being 
on their Guard. The fair outward Ap- 
pearance with the rotten Heart may be pro- 
ductive of the greateſt Evils under the Sun. 
Tt is this that infinuates into the innoſt 
and deateſt Concerns, and muſt certainly 
be attended with the worſt Conſequences. 
For © can any one take Fire into his Boſom 
e and not be burnt?” impoſſible. This 
doubtleſs is the moſt ſearching Wound and 
Affliction of Life. Tho' the Malice of 
Enemies muſt be acknowledg 'd to be a very 
difagreeable Bitter in Life, and of itſelf 
enough to raiſe a Diſaffection to it and all 
its Comforts. And how trifling often and 


gfoundleſs 1 is ſuch Enmity ? nay, not all the 
B Piety 
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10 One View of Human Life 

Piety and Worth of good Men can ſcreen 
them from the idle Cenſure of an ignorant 
unthinking World ; but one wou'd think, 
they were deſpiſed ſometimes upon the 
very Account of their Virtue, becauſe it 
carries an Air of Singularity with it. And 
this Preſumption ſeems to get Strength from 
the Words of our bleſſed Saviour to his 
Diſciples, © * If ye were of the World, the 
ce World wou'd love his own ; but becauſe 
« ye are not of the World, but I have cho- 


« © ſen you out of the World, therefore the 


© World hateth you.” There is ſomething 
of Exactneſs and Severity in the Life of a 
religious Man, which a more unconfined 
Free-liver cannot reliſh. Tho' it is but a 
poor Expreſſion .of their Want of Taſte for 
ſuch a Way, to vent their little Malice 
againſt thoſe who dare not think and act 
as they do. Uſually indeed good Men gain 
Eſteem and Applauſe even from the World; 


and it wou'd take away one of the ſtrongeſt 


Arguments in behalf of Religion, if this 
were not, for the moſt Part, the natural 
Concomitant of it. But I'm afraid there 
are ſuch unfortunate little Minds as to hate 
and deſpiſe ſome Men, for no other Reaſon, 


but, a ſhocking Thought, becauſe they are 


Friends 
* John xv. 19. 


taken, and reconti led, &c. 11 


Friends of God ! However, that good Men 
often ſuffer, undiſtinguiſh' d, thro' the Ma- 
lice and Wickedneſs of others, ſee the Book 
of Ecclefiaftes, * And moreover, ſays the 
« wile Preacher, I ſaw under the Sun the 
« Place of Judgment, that Wickedneſs was 
« there; and the Place of Righteouſneſs, 
« that Iniquity was there,” And in the 4th 
Chapter at the 1/ Verſe, © So I returned, 
a in conſidered all the Oppreſſions that are 
« done under the Sun, and behold, the 
ce Tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed, and they 
« had no Comforter ; and on the Side of 
ce their Oppreſſors there was Power, but 
« they had no Comforter.” And in the 
9th Chapter at the 2d Verſe, « I conſidered 
„that all Things come alike to all, that 
« there is one Event to the Righteous and 
« to the Wicked, to the Clean and to the 
“% Unclean, to him that Sacrificeth, and to 
« him that Sacrificeth not, to the Good and 
« to the Sinner, to him that Sweareth and 
to him that feareth an Oath.” 

Wirn regard again to the Diſeaſes and 
Pains, both in Body and Mind, which 
Mankind are liable to, and which almoſt 
neceſſarily reſult from our Conſtitution and 


Situation here, look into the Book of l fob ; 


8 2 5 | He 
*Eccleſ. ili. 16. Job xxxili, 19. 
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1 He, Man, 18 chaſtened alſo with Pain 


0 upon his Bed, and the Multitude of his 
? Bones with ſtrong Pain, ſo that his Life 
« abhorreth Bread, and his Sou} dainty 
“ Meat, His Fleſh is conſumed away that 
te it cannot be ſeen, and his Bones that 
were not ſeen, ſtick out. His Soul draw- 
2 eth near to the Grave, and his Life to 
e the Deſtroyers,” And the Complaint, 
of good Hezekiah, * © Mine Age is de- 
te parted, and is removed from me like 
TY Shepherd's Tent ; 1 have cut off 
* like a Weaver my 1 Ip he will cut me 
off with pining Sicknels ; from Day even 
« Night wilt thou ks an End of me. 
«Like a Crane or a Swallow, ſo did I chat- 
« ter; I did mourn as a Dove; mine Eyes 
« fail with looking upward; 0 Lord, lam 
ce. oppreſſed, undertake for 108, - 

Tur late uncommon N umber that have 
heen ſwept off by the talking Peſtilence a- 
broad, ſpeak even with the Breath of a Trum- 


. 


pet, the Verity of this. They indeed loudly, | 


tho' affectingly, ſound in our Ears how un- 
certain and frail we are. Theſe are giyen 
for Examples to us; let them have their 
proper Inffuence; and be ſolemn Warnings 


how to husband Time; becauſe we know 


not 
* Iſaiah l 12. „ 


talen, and reconciled, &e. 13 
not what a Day or an Hour may bring 
forth; nay, a Moment may launch us into 
Eteznity, and then Woe: to them that 120 
unpreparet. 

Bur cheen are other. Kinds of Diſcaſes 
and Pains, the Attendants of frail Man, of 
a much more dangerous Nature, and more 
diſtreſſing. even than broken Bones; and 
thoſe are the Diſeaſes of the Mind. Its 
Conſtitution is ſuch, that it cannot avoid 
reflecting upon its own Operations, and be 
neceſſarily attended with Pleaſure or Pain 
according thereto, How uneaſy is it to re- 
flect upon paſt Follies and Impertinencies, 
Which, at a certain Time of Life, moſt Men 
are liable to? Even thoſe which are almoſt 
unavoidable, as often as the Mind turns 
back to them (which we cannot prevent) 
are attended with a bitter Kind of Senſation 
above all bodily Pain. But how pungent 
is the Remembrance of thoſe Follies and Vi- 
ces, which we knowingly and deliberately, 
and againſt the ſtrongeſt Convictions com- 
mit? This of all Diſorders carries the worſt 
Symptoms with it; and ſuch moral Infir- 
mity, ſuch a ſickly State of the Mind, con- 
tracted by repeated Violations of the Dic- 


ates of Ge, is a fad Ingredient in 
_ Lite, 


14 One View of Human Liſe 
Life, and one of the chief of thoſe vey 
which render it ſo uneligible. 

Bor the juſt Judgments of God do now 
bring up the Rear ; the Frequency of which, 
overtaking Mankind for their-Sins and Wick- 
edneſſes in all Times and Ages, Scripture 
and Experience do abundantly evince. 80 
that I need not quote to you the many In- 
ſtances of particular Perſons, Cities and Na- 
tious, againſt whom the Vials of Heaven's 
juſt Indignation have been poured out, and 
involv'd in-the calamitous defolating Ruin.- 

- Any one of theſe Unhappineſſes, which 
IL have mentioned' as ſpringing from the na- 
tural Uncertainty and Changeableneſs of all 
human Affairs, from unforeſeen Accidents 
and Misfortunes, the Treachery of Friends, 
or the Malice of Enemies, the Diſeaſes and 
Pains we are liable to both in Body and 
Mind, or the ſuſt temporal VE of 
the/ſupreme Governor of the World; any 


one of theſe, I ſay , is ſuffieient to enibitter 


Life, and create a Diſaffection to it; but 
how much more the ſad Compound Which 
obviouſly make up almoſt every Man's Lot ? 
Im convinced no Obſervations ' are more 
common than thoſe I now bring to your 


. but yet how few of us make 
b the 


talen, and reconciled, &c. 1 
the right Improvement of them? nay, I'm 
apt to think that there is ſomething in the 
Commonneſs of them itſelf that ſome how 
prevents a due Attendance to them. This 
Obſervation is too notorious in other Things 
not to be true. Take a familiar Example 
of Things well worthy our Note and Ob- 
ſervation, overlook'd and diſregarded becauſe 
of their frequent Occurrence, What a glo- 
Tious Proſpect do the Heavens exhibit to our 
View? How noble the Arch! How great 
the high vaulted Roof, the Canopy of Hea- 
ven! How beautifully marbled by Day with 
the ſwimming fleecy Clouds! How finely 
variegated with different Colours? Colours, 
which no Pencil can draws, no Ingenuity 
equal; ſtanding Monuments of Perfection 
and Beauty ? How magnificent and irradiant 
by Night ! Spangled with Millions of larger 
and lefſer Suns, that ſtud the gloriouſly 
ſhining Frame, the wondrous Sky ! Here is 
a Scene which the attentive Mind may con- 
template with great Delight ; and taſte 
high Admiration in it; but - becauſe the 
Sight is common, and expoſed to every 
opening Eye, few take much Notice of it, 
few are led. to adoring Sentiments of the 
great Framer ; are in the leaſt affected with 
it. 
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it. And yet it is not a whit the leſs certain 
that there is real Beauty and Grandeur in 
thoſe Things. The Caſe is the fame, in 
Point of Commoneſs only, with regard to 
the Uncertainty and Vanity of human Af- 
fairs. But is it enough, my Friends, that 
we know the Facts are true? Shou'd we not 
eſteem and admire, deſpiſe and under value 
Things juſt as they really are in their own 
Nature? Do we grant that all Things be- 
low are fluctuating and changing? And 
ſhould we not direct our Schemes accord- 
ingly ? Are theſe the Sentiments we have 
of the preſent Life, and are they juſt and 
real *? And is it acting like Men to fix our 
Standards here, and repoſe our Truſt and 
Confidence in it? Does not every reflecting 
Man grant, that (tho' there were none of 
theſe external Incumbrances and Miſchiefs 
which I have ſhewn, and which every Bo- 
dy knows muſt be expected here) the bare 
Conſideration of the Shortneſs of human 
Lite, 
M. Ant. lib. ii. p- 17. Gat. Tg adp Biz & jury N 
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taken, and reconciled, &c. 17 


Life, is Argument enough for not looking 
upon it as our fix'd Abode, and pinning 
down our Affections to it? How poorly, 
and yet how juſtly, do the holy Scriptures 
repreſent it 'to us throughout ? It is called 
<« a Vapour, that appeareth for a little Time, 
<« and then vaniſheth away. Man who is 
« born of a Woman, is of few Days, and 
ec full of Trouble ; he cometh forth like a 
« Flower, and i is cut down; he fleeth alſo 
« as a Shadow and continucth not ;” the 
Life of Man is compared to © a Tale that 
« is told,” and immediately forgot ; © his 
cc Days are as Graſs; as a F CE of the 
« Field, ſo he flouridhes ; for the Wind 
« paſſes over it, and it is gone, and the 
te Place thereof ſhall know it no more; as 
« ſoon as we were born, we began to draw 
« to our End, and there is none abiding. 
INDEED a ſerious Conſideration upon 
what has been offered, and all that might 
be ſaid upon the Vanity and Inſtability of 
human Life, abſtracting from every other 
View, furniſhes but a melancholy Proſpect; 


is enough to fill our Minds with Diſcontent 
and Gloom, and make us cry out with the 
4 holy Plalmiſt, « wherefore haſt thou made 
all Men, in Vain” ? What goodly Proſpect 


C have 
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have we at all here ? What is there in this 
Life that is ſo very deſirable or enticing ? 
To paſs a few Years in Anxiety and Pain, 
and then go down to the Houſe of Silence ? 
Where is the Comfort or Satisfaction in 
amaſſing Wealth, which ſo ſhort a Space 
will rob us of? What need of Hurry and 
Buſtle about ſuch a Shadow ? For what is 


this fine Thing call'd Life? Why, to the 


moſt it is to eat, and drink, and ſleep, and 
die. And what valuable Purpoſe can fuch 


a round Anſwer? or, if one of a higher and 


more refin'd Taſte, can be at the Pains to 
exerciſe and improve his Faculties, and by 


that means aſcend a Step higher in the un- 


certain Eſteem of his Fellow -Creatures, 


yet what is there in all this? He has the 


Pleaſure of being gaz'd at, and talk'd of a 
little; he ſtruts a Turn or two in a higher 


Character, upon the Stage of Life, but pre- 


ſently diſappears, and his very Place will 
know him no more. His little Admirers, 


his Friends, the World make no more men- 


tion of him; he is no more talk'd of, nor 


wonder'd at, but his diſtinguiſhing Talents 
are hid in Oblivion, and laid as low as the 
humble Duſt that receives his Body; and 


What is he better in this Life for any Pains 
| | he 
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he has been at above the common Herd, to 
enrich his Mind with Store of Knowledge ? 
What Benefit will redound from it ? His 
Mind indeed was open, enlarged, and ca- 
pacious, but the inſenſible Grave opens no 
wider to his Embrace. He fathom'd the 
profoundeſt Depths of Wiſdom and Philo- 
ſophy, but the niggardly Spade pierces not 
an Inch the Deeper for that. The relent- 
leſs Mother-Earth fetches not a Sigh for 
him, and the dropping Tears that waſh her 
mouldring Boſom move her to no Compaſ- 
ſion. She is much alike affected with the 
Scholar and him who never knew the La- 
bour of the Mind. Only if there is any 
Difference, any Favour ſhewn, it is to the 
latter. The one has been at too much Ex- 
pence already, too much worn out with 
painful Study, to afford plentiful Nouriſh- 
ment to repleniſh and refreſh. her Bowels ; 

the other drops in (not indeed as the Cover 
and Outſide of other Gems, that ſuffer much 
Impair to preſerve ſound and unblemiſh' d 
the Treaſure within) but fraught with Store 
that greatly enriches her; at which ſhe 
ſeems to expreſs her Satisfactiog. by putting 
on a new Robe; and that too of the moſt 
We Colour. Hard hearted Parent, to 


2 diſcover 
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diſcover ſuch Tokens of Joy where the 
Scene is all Grief and Mourning ! But this 
only ſhews, that even inanimate Nature 
has imbib'd the porfonons' univerſal Infec- 
tion of Self; and that ſhe is as blind to 


Merit as any of her diſtinguiſhing Sons. 
Of what mighty Importance then is it for 


the Contemplative, (pardon the Digreſſion) 
to ſpend his Time, ſeveral Vears perhaps, 
to attain what now departs with his dying 
Breath ? Grant, he is pronounc'd a Man of 
Parts and Ingenuity, and the Inſcription 
upon his Tomb ſpeaks as much to his Fel- 
Jow-Mortal, whom he has left behind to 
wander in the fame Circle; but will this 
make Amends for the Toil and Labour he 
under went to attain that Character? Labour 
and Toil which always increaſed with the 
Proficiency he made; for the more he knew, 
the more ſenſible he was of his own Igno- 
rance, the more puzzled and perplex'd with 
Difficulties, (which the unthinking ſoon get 
over,) with fruitlefs Reſearches after Truth, 
and anxious Sollicitudes for not attaining it; 
baffled, defpairing, confounded. . And white 
is the Reward of all this? Why, to be 
crumbled without Diſtinction in the tender 
Clod. How vain then, and * 
F > 4 
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do all theſe Things appear? S0 that if we 
confine our Views only to this Life, and 
look not beyond Death and the Grave, ei- 
ther the Pleaſure or Profit of furniſhing our 
Minds with Knowledge, will, with Diffi- 
culty, turn the Scale upon the Fatigue and 
Labour of attaining it — or, to purſue this 
Contemplation a little farther (always re- 
membring that what is now ſo ſtrongly aſ- 
ſerted of the Vanity of human Life, is only 
comparatively with our future more glorious 
one) or, I ſay, ſhou'd we purſue this Con- 

templation, and take a View of thoſe who 

have their Minds bent another way; who, 
inſtead of deep Study and painful Inveſti- 
gation, are chiefly employ'd in promoting 
the Good of their Fellow Creatures, by in- 
duſtriouſly. proſecuting the happy civil E- 
ſtate of Mankind, by adminiſtring Juſtice 
wiſely, and faithfully, by encouraging a 
generous Emulation in Traffick, or by zea- 
lous Patriotiſm ; where is the Good of all 
this? Nay, is not Activity and Induſtry in 
all theſe Things only the more ſolemn Va- 
nity and Folly; ſeeing both they and the 
Community, whoſe Happineſs and Welfare 
they ſo ſtrenuouſly purſued, are all haſten- 
ing to the fame Place of Forgetfulnels ? 
What 
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What need of all this Pother and Buſtle to 
preſerve a vaniſhing World in Order and 
Tranquility, when it is but for a Moment ? 
Is it not as if a Man, condemned to - the 
Sentence of a ſpeedier Death, and being led 
out to Execution, ſhould be extremely ſcru- 
pulous and exact about his manner of walk- 
ing forth ; ſhould. obſerve with the utmoſt 
Strictneſs and Nicety, a regular faſhionable 
Dreſs, and a becoming Gate? Or as the 
famous Roman Lady *, whoſe chiefeſt Con- 
cern was how decently to fall ? Is not the 
Caſe, I fay, the ſame between ſuch vain 
Niger about 'Trifles, and our r Con- 


* Virginia, I think it Was; whoſe Father, coding no 
other way to get rid ef a baſe deſigning Betrayer of his 
Child's Honour, broke thro! the tender parental Tye, and 
boldly freed her from the intended Villany ef an inflam'd 
hard hearted Monſter, who then fat Judge, + unmov'd with 
complaining defpairing Innocence, with the warmeſt Solli- 
citations, nay, Threatnings of her Friends, and the pious 
Moans of injur'd afflicted Parents, boldly freed her, I ſay, 
by plunging the faithful Dagger to her Heart, and ſadly 
beſmearing with Blood the Body, whoſe Honour cou'd not 
otherwiſe be preſerved — but her great Concern was how 
becomingly to fall — this I ſhou'd be-ſorry to take Notice 
of, otherwiſe than to the Honour of this worthy Lady — 
but I hope it will not be thought quite from my Argument, 


when I call even this, triffling nk juſt ſtepping 
peo Eternity, 
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cern about this Life, which in the View I 
now take it, is as very a Trifle as can be. 
Indeed if Eternity were not to come in to 
the Account, it wou'd ſignify but little to 
employ ſo much Time and Care in pro- 
moting the good of Societies, and preſery- 
ing them in Peace and Order. If we do 
not look upon this World as the great pre- 
paratory Scene, the Scene of Rehearſal for 
our more perfect Appearance on Heaven's 
magnificent Theatre, our Views of it will 
be very imperfect and unſatisfactory. What! 
Juſt to peep into Exiſtence, to viſit Earth, 
and give a Glance abroad; to have a little 
Acquaintance with the Inhabitants, the Ob- 
jects about us, ourſelves, and our God, the 
lovelieſt of all Objects; to begin to be con- 
vinc'd from the Inequality of every Thing 
here below to our immortal Hopes, that he 
alone is our chief Good, all our Joy and 
all our Expectation; to begin to be in Love 


With the Contemplation of his moſt tran 


ſcendant Beauty, to have our Breaſts warm'! 


with holy and heavenly Fire ; juſt to find 
ourſelves raptur'd with a View of his Glory 
and Excellency, and preſently to be ſnatch'd 


away from ſo delightful a Happineſs ; to 
| get 
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get but a Glimpſe of God and periſh ! what 
wiſe Purpoſe in the divine Counſels can it 
anſwer to make Man for ſo temporary and 
tranſient a State? And how apt are ſuch 
confined Sentiments to make. him arraign, 
as it were, the Governour of the World, 
who thus gives Being, and immediately re- 
duces it to nothing ? And to tempt him to 
draw up the dreadful Imputation, where- 
ce fore haſt thou made all Men in vain ?”, 
Bor Thanks be to God, all his Perfec- 
tions, his Juſtice, his Wiſdom, his Good- 
neſs, Truth and Faithfulneſs, conſpire to 
give us the fulleſt Evidence of our exiſting 
beyond the Grave, And the Motions and 
Tendencies of our Souls, our preſent Long- 
ings corroborate this Evidence, and put it 
beyond all queſtion.---By attending to the 
natural Powers of the Soul we find it equal 
to much higher Enjoyment than it can have 
here. And how well do ſome ſee thro” this 
imperfect State; lament their being ſo long 
r eder d with Fleſh, and Blood, and the 
World; and with a holy Fervour pant and aſ- 
pire after a nobler State of Perfection; as it is 
in 2 Cor. v. 4. © We that are in this Taberna- 
"& cle do groan, being burthened ; not for that 
cc we 
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« we wou'd be unclothed, 5 that is not 
what we deſire, nor have we Reaſon to 
expect that we ſhalt be without Body ; © but 
e cloathed upon,” not indeed with ſuch 
Clogs and Incumbrances, as we now drag 
about with us, but with ſuch gloriouſly 
temper'd and refin'd, fuch ſublimated 
Vehicles, as ſhall be as free, and active, 
and agile, as the Souls they incafe ; and 
thus Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed m of 
_ Life.” God ſurely, who alone has implant- 
ed theſe vehement Deſires after a future 
Life, or theſe Groanings, as the Apoſtle 
ls will by no Means fruſtrate or difap- 
Point their Hopes, 'but provide for them 
_ Objects every way ſuited to theit Capacities, 
proper Gratifications to their longing Souls. 
Or, ſhall + we rather ſay, that the infinitely 
WW; and tender Parent of the Univerſe 
would ſport himfelf with the fatal Diſap- 
pointments of his Creatures fond Hopes _ 
Expectations ; thoſe very Hopes which he 

himſelf kindly Tooted in their Breaſts, 'and 
gave them the cleareſt Reafon to expect 
the Fulfilment of! ? How unworthy are fuch 
Sentiments of the rig chteous God? 
Parthier, we not gh find 6ur immaterial 


Part capable of higher and greater Things 
D than 
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than this World can furniſh ; but we alfo 
know from the Frame of it likewiſe, that 
ſuch Capacities ſhall laſt for ever. It is as 
natural to the Soul to expect or deſire the 
Perpetuity of future Enjoyment, as to ex- 
pect and deſire that there will be ſuch En- 
joyment at all. And it is no way conſiſtent 
with God's moſt perfect Goodneſs, that this 
Craving, caus'd by that very Goodneſs, 
ſhould ever be loſt and ſtifled. No Man 
can bring himſelf to think, by all his Art 
and working upon his own Mind, that the 
Powers he now exerciſes ſhall ſome Time 
hence be taken from him, and extinguiſhed 
in everlaſting Darkneſs, How afflitive 
and tormenting are ſuch Thoughts to good 

Men? They are like Rack and Torture to 
their Souls, and what they can by no means 
bear to think of. Better it were to live, 

even in Pain, to contemplate the Wonders 
of creating, providential, and redeeming 
Power and Love, than be ſhut up in ever- 


; laſting Darkneſs, bereft of the nobler Pow- 


ers of Reaſon and Underſtanding.—— Not 
to dwell too long therefore upon the preſent | 
State of Man, the Uneaſineſſes, the Toils 
and Dangers that compoſe it, and his un- 
avoidable Mortality, which bear in upon 


Our 
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our Minds a fad and diſmal Aſpect; not to 
confine our Ideas too much, I fay, to the 
dark Side ; let us now diſpel every gloomy 
Thought, and by the Help of the Divine 
Perſpective, Faith, let us look farther, eyen 
beyond the limited Powers of Death, which 
cannot lay an eternal Arreſt upon us. For 
it is impoſſible that God ſhould create and 
exerciſe his Providence ſo long over us for 
Nothing. It is a View of this glorious fu- 
ture World that diſſipates and clears up 
every Difficulty. This reconciles us to a 
vain World here; this ſcatters the Shade 
which might be otherwiſe caſt upon the 
great God ; and this, under the Diſquietudes 
of Life, turns our impious blaſpheming 
Thoughts, into admiring and adoring ones ; 
this quiets our unſettled Minds, brightens 
every gloomy Proſpect, and turns our Me- 
lancholy into Joy and Rejoicing; and it 
was this ſweet Reflection that caus'd David 
to break out into that moſt affectionate 
Wiſh in the Text, which ſeems to have 
wonderful Paſſion and Energy in it, and 
diſcovers to us a Heart abundantly ſenſible 
of what has been the Labour of this Diſ- 
courſe, ©* O that I had Wings like a Dove; 
* for then would I fly away, and be at 
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40 Reſt. „ A8 i» he had faid, O how 


00 much more to my Advantage would it 


e be, to enter upon a State of pure, ſub- 


ic * ſtantial Pleaſures, and real Bliſs ; a State 

© of unmixed Felicity, that can never be 
ec Wes d, never know any End; than to 
6e wander here in a Wilderneſs of Uncer- 
1 certainties, Hardſhips, Temptations dan- 


«© gerous, and Diſappointments; a World, 


— wherein there 18 very little to invite or 
engage our Stay; ; little to excite our fond 


© Wiſhes, or to be captivated with; much 


Cc 


leſs, to have our Minds fix'd and cen- 
ter d upon; how infinitely more eligible 
would I eſteem it, could I aſcend with 
the ſame Eaſe and Innocence as the Dove 
raiſes itſelf into the Air, to mount up to 
that glorious Reſt reſerved for the wea- 
ried Pilgrims here ; how glad would I be 
to take my Departure hence ; and how 
would I clap my Wings and exult in the 
2 Road which leads to endleſs 
Peace and Quiet.” Th 

This was the Joyful Expectation, this the 
Ambition of holy David; this was the 
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Ambition of all the Patriarchs of old; and 


this ſtill the Ambition of every aſpiring 
Soul. For here 3 is no fix'd Abode, no ſet- 
= tled 
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tled Habitation. We are Pilgrims” and 
Strangers on this Earth, paſſing from one 
Place to another, and expoſed in our Tra- 
vels to many Inſults and Dangers, to Croſſes 
and Diſappointments which can neither be 
foreſeen nor avoided; but this is our Con- 
ſolation, this is our mighty Support under 
them all, _ we are taught to look for” 
<« a better, 7. e. an heavenly Country. 125 
With this View the holy Men of old“ con- 
« feſſed themſelves Strangers and Pilgrims 
<« on this Earth, and therefore, as it fol- 
lows, Heb. xi. 14. they declared plainly 
that they ſought a © Country,” a glorious 
and bleſſed Country, Emmanuel's Land, 
where ſhould be an End put to all the Diſ- 
quietudes of their ſojourning here ; a Coun- 
try, which they might very properly call 
their Home; a Country to which they were 
ſure of making their Journey, but from 
which © no Traveller does ever return.” 
Here few and evil are the Days of our Pil- 
grimage, but hence flows our Comfort, 
« we look for a City that hath Founda- 
« tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is God.” 
And this Doctrine, tho' it has had much 
Light thrown upon it by immediate Illu- 
minations from Heaven , yet does not ſeem 


to 
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to be peculiar only to thoſe who were thus 
divinely favour'd ; for pnafhſted Reaſon 
ſuggeſted it . Accordiagly we find it in 
the Mouths of many Heathens, , That our 
Departure hence ſhould be conſidered only 
as © leaving an Inn, which was never de- 
* ſigned for a Dwelling-place, but only to 
6 ſojourn, to take a little Repaſt or Refreſh- 
« ment, ih order to help us on our right 


Way.“. The Sentiment is the fame with 


that of the Apoſtle Paul, Heb. xiii. 14. 


« Here we have no continuing City, but 


©. we ſeek one to come.” And David's 


Acknowledgement, P/al. xxxix. 12. I 
* am a Stranger with thee, and a Schur 
« ner, as all my Fathers were.” And 
theſe are found to be very juſt Notions of 


* See the incomparable Cicero de Amicitia, Grew. Edit. 
p. 466. Neque enim aſſentior iis, qui hæc nuper diſſerere 
„ cœperunt, cum corporibus ſimul animos interire, atque 
omnia morte deieri. Plus apud me antiquorum auctoritas 
valet, vel noſtror um majorum, qui mortuis tam religioſa 
jura tribuerunt: Quod non feciſſent profecto, ſi nihil ad 
«« eos pertinere arbitrarentur : Vel eorum, qui in hac terra 
«« fuerunt, magnamque Græciam (quæ nunc quidem deleta 
« eſt, tum florebat) inſtitutis & præceptis ſuis erudierunt : 
Vel ejus, qui Apollinis oraculo ſapientiſſimus eſt judicatus; 


e qui non tum hoc, tum illuc, ut in pleriſque, ſed idem 


« dicebat ſemper, animos hominum eſſe divinos, iiſque, 
** cum e corpore exceſſiſſent, reditum in cœlum patere, op- 
E paging. .cuique expetinſinamm.”” 


the 
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the preſent Life. For ſuppoſe that (contra- 
ry to the Nature of a pilgrimage State, 
which is always troubleſome and uncertain) 
there were much Happineſs and Enjoyment 
in it ; yet we are not ſure of it even for a 
Moment. We cannot be ſecure of that Fe- 
licity, which we are in perpetual Danger of 
loſing by innumerable Accidents. And were 
we to grant all earthly Things permanent 
and abiding ; yet we ourſelves manifeſtly 
are not ſo, but muſt one time or other be 
cut off and ſever d from them; and then 
as to us, it matters not whether they periſh 
or endure. No wiſe Man ſure can flatter 
himſelf with the Thoughts of true Happi- 

_ neſs where he is not to remain, no not one 
Hour, perhaps, but muſt juſt paſs through 
and haſten on his Journey. With much 
Propriety therefore, does David breathe 
after the heavenly World as a State of Reſt, 
fully importing the unſettled Nature of this. 
And under this View we often find it de- 
ſcribed in the ſacred Writings, Rev. xiv. 13. 
« And J heard a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
te ing unto me, write, bleſſed are the dead 
« which die in the Lord, from henceforth, 
« yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their Labours, and their Works do 
follow 
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6 FX" them,” And Ja. n He, 
meaning the rightequs Man, < ſhall. enter 
inte Peace; they, ſhall reſt in their Beds, 
reach one walking, in his Uprightneſs.” 
By Reſt' here, we muſt not. underſtand 
ſuch.Inactivity of; all our F aculties, ſuch a 
Lulling of the Soul, as ſhall drown in ever- 
laſting Sleep the very Powers and Capa- 
cities of it. Such a State could not have 
ſo many Encomiums as are every wherc 
given to the Jerigſalem above; but would 
indeed be the Worſt and moſt uneligible 
Steh the Soul; and never, furniſh Temp- 
tation even fot a Waſh. Activity is its 
Life; and! its {yeet-Employment is. its: very 
Todoand; Nouriſhment. The Reſt ſpo- 
ken of in my Text is an, entire Delive- 


rance from everything vexatious and tor- 


I mejting, every T oil and Uneaſineſs, eyery 
Care and Pain; a Place of cool Refreſh- 
ment after the Labour and Fatigue of Life.-- 
There we ſhall reſt from all the cumber- 
ſome Load of Worldly Buſineſs, which WE 
once with ſo much Eagerneſs and Induſtry 


purſu'd ; there is no hard Labour „ no Waſte 


of Spirits, no Drudgeries to gain a Liveli- 
- hood. ——' We ſhall reſt from every bodily 
Allment and Suffering; there: j is no Afflic- 


tion 
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tion to annoy us, no racking Pain to tor- 
ment us; the Inhabitants of that City, of 
<. the heavenly Ferwſalem, ſhall never ſay, 
I am ſick ; for the People that dwell 
© therein ſhall be forgiven their Iniquity: ” 
Ifa. XXXiii. 24.—— We ſhall then reſt 

from (every,  Enticement, every Allure to 
ſwerve from our Duty; there are no Temp- 

| tatiohs either from our own ſolliciting Na- 

ture, or from the cunning; Wiles of the De- 
ceiver, that here goes about buſily, ſeeking 
whom he may enſnare; and the Cares of 
- the World will influence us no more; —— 
There will be no need to hold a ſtrict Watch 

cover our on Hearts, ever to be in dread 

leſt we give Way to this or that Tempta- 

tion; to maintain a perpetual Warfare with 

our violent Appetites and Paſſions, ſtruggling 

with Difficulties and ſurmounting Hardſhips, 
and to guard againſt all Surprizes and Dan- 

| gers; for our Combat with Fleſh and 
8 Blood, and the World, is over, and the very 
| my of Hell cannot now prevail againſt 
. us. For as there will be no Remains of Sin 
| 15 Corruption within us to embitter our 
State, ſo there will be no tempting Adver- 
07 ſary, no vexatious Sinner, no unhappy Gueſt 
to teaze and moleſt us, 55 XxXXV. 9, 10. 
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« No Lion ſhall be there, nor any ravenous 
* Beaſt ſhall go up thereon, it ſhall not be 
found there; but the Redeemed ſhall walk 
there. And the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall 
return and come to Zion with Songs, and | 
e everlaſting Joy upon their Heads; they 


e ſhall obtain Joy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow 
and Sighing ſhall flee away.'--- We ſhall 


no more queſtion or bring in doubt the 
State of our Souls towards God, and the | 
bright World in which we are; every Scru- 
ple, every gloomy Suſpicion (formerly un- 

- -furmountable, and attended with deep Me- 
lancholy of Spirit) will now vaniſh before 
the clear Light of Heaven. The pleaſing 
Views we ſhall then have will ſcatter all 
Fear and Dread of the Pardon of our Sins, 
all Concern leſt God ſhould leave us de- 
ſerted of inward Comfort from his Holy 
Spirit, or whether we are in a State of 
Grace and Acceptance with God. Such 
needleſs Fears will now be diſpell'd, and all 
frivolous queſtioning of that Sort will be at 
an End. We ſhall then reſt alſo from 
all uneaſy Apprehenſions about the Miſery 
of our Fellow- Creatures. And this is no 
- ſmall Deliverance. How unpleaſing is it to 
behold the Unhappineſs and Diſtreſs that 
- reigns among many of our Fellow-Mortals ? 
To 


taken, and reconciled, &c. 35 


To behold one Conſumed away like a Moth 
with pining Sickneſs, another by fad Acci- 
dent deform'd, and turn'd into a Monſter of 
the Species; to behold here, on eready to 
drop down for Lack of Food, and there, 
another diſtracted with violent Pains ; to 
behold ſome impoveriſh'd by a Series of 
Misfortunes ; others, it may be, nearly re- 
lated to us, imbibing vicious Habits, turn- 
ing diſſolute and profane, the moſt pi- 
tiable Objects of all; barely to be a Specta- 
tor of ſuch afflicting Scenes, muſt, to any 
one who has not caſt off even Humanity it- 
ſelf, and entirely loſt his Nature, be atten- 
ded with a conſiderable Allay of his Plea- 
ſures, and be a Mortification to hirn even 
in the Midſt of the greateſt external Afflu- 
ence and Proſperity. But in Heaven no 
ſuch Spectacles ſhall ever appear; there we 
cannot exerciſe our Bowels ; our Sympathies, 
our Compaſſions cannot be employ'd there; 
for no Miſery can checker that State, every 
one is happy and perfect to their Wiſh. 
And if we were to ſuppoſe our Know- 
ledge extending to the damned Spirits, and 
Hell laid open to our View, even that, pro- 
bably, would not diminiſh the Happineſs of 
the Saints; ; for we ſhall be fo fully convin- 
51 E 2 ced 
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ced of the Equity and Wiſdom of God's 
juſtly inflicting Puniſhment upon the obſti- 
nate Rebellions and Impenitence of thoſe 
who could never be reclaimed by all his 
gracious Tenders of Mercy, by all his In- 
treaties, all his Condeſcenſions; that Pity 
itſelf will be loſt for them, and eternally 
filenc'd in Hallelujahs to the righteous Judge 
of Angels and Men.--- The Malice of E- 
nemies cannot there make any Impreſſion 
upon us; and the cruel Treachery of Friends 
will wound us no more. The Slanderer 
will be at an infinite Remove from this 
happy World, the Betrayer and baſe Back- 
biter may attempt to hurt us in vain. 
The Turbulence of our Appetites will no 
more torment us, but every exorbitant Paſ- 
ſion ſhall be reduced to a divine Regulation, 
and every inward impetuous Motion become 
harmonious and ſweetly mild. The 
Tyranny and Uſurpation of Men cannot 
reign there; no Domineering, no oppreſſive 
Violence takes Place in the heavenly World; 
but inſtead thereof, from the nobleſt to the 
meaneſt Order, an angelick Emulation in 

the meekeſt Condeſcenſions. 
Tris. is ſome Part of that glorious | Re- 
quiem mention'd--11 in oy Text. An entire 
Free- 
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taken, and reconciled, &c. 37 
Freedom from all Pain, every Thing that 
could render our Condition any way unea- 
ſy ; and even our Reflections upon former 
Hardſhips and Sufferings we have under 
went, will be pleaſant and delightful to us. 

Wr now proceed to what was principally 
intended, an Attempt towards the right Di- 
rection of our Conduct for the Attainment 
of that bleſſed Reſt. For we mult not look 
upon what' has been advanced merely as 
ſpeculative: fantaſtick Notions, but as Mat- 
ters which challenge our neareſt Attention, 
and ſhould greatly influence our Practice. 
1} then in general, You have ſeen one 
View of Life that preſents a Scene of 

Cares, Troubles and Vanities. This Life, 
and many of the Objects and Enjoy- 
ments of it, are granted unſettled, and de- 
caying? How unwiſe therefore muſt it be 
for us not to have our Inclinations and De- 
fires juſt in Proportion to the intrinſick 
Worth of them? Is it not a ſure Mark of 
Folly to be much buſied about Trifles; to 
ſuffer Things in their own Nature empty 
and periſhing, to engroſs the greateſt Part 
of our Time, and to be anxious only about 
theſe? Who, that has the Spirit of a Man, 
could bear this Character; would not bluſn 
eee 30 9m e > aol 


38 One View of Human Life 


to be guilty of any thing fo irrational? And, 
are Matters in themſelves of little Value to 
be ' anſwered by Defires and Inclinations 
proportionably low, and ſuitable to their 
Value? Is fuch Conduct acknowledg'd wiſe 
and manly? And muſt it not be acknowledg- 
edequally wiſeand manly, to haveour Paſſions 
ons riſe and beat high, when the Objects ſet 
againſt them are really high and noble? 
This is the great Secret of our Being, (and 
without it we cannot be faid to act rationally) 
to have our Affections and Paſſions under 
| ſuch ſtrict Reins, as not to be eaſily moved 
by little Things, nor diſcover an Inſenſibi- 
lity to great ones, but under ſuch ſteady 
Command, as to let every Object work by 
the natural Power of its own Attraction, by 
its own real Merit, and not to be in Tran- 
ſport, or without Feeling, juſt as the Humour 
is, without any certain Rule or Meaſure, 
whereby we ſhould be guided. Were we 
to keep by this (which is undoubtedly the 
only fure Way) the preſent World will 
claim a very ſmall Share of our Affection, 
while the World which we live in full Ex- 
pectation of, will have wonderful Influence 
on us, and enſpirit our whole Behaviour. 
To tbe more particular, let us conſider a 


htte the ſeveral Sources of Temptation 
which 


| talen, and confidered, &c. 39 
which we are apt to be led aſtray by in the 
preſent Life, and what Temper of Mind, 

what Behaviour is moſt agreeable, in order 

to preſerve us from their dangerous and 
powerful Influence; that we may learn the 

great Leſſons of Moderation and all Virtue, 

the only proper Qualifications for the mam 

End of our Being. And theſe ſeem to be 
reduced to us under three Heads, © the 
Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 

e and the Pride of Life.” Theſe are the 
dangerous Appetitions by which we are li- 
able to be carried aſide here. We will en- 
deavour briefly to point out our right Con- 

duct towards each of them, in order to pre- 
ſerve our Innocence, and fit us for Heaven. 

Buy the firſt, © the Luſt of the Fleſh,” is 
meant an exceſſive Fondneſs for ſenſual Plea- 
ſures; which, becauſe of their Intimacy and 
Nearneſs to us, affect us ſtronger, and work 
more powerfully upon us than Objects of 
the laſt Importance which are not always 
preſent to our Minds, but removed at ſome 
Diſtance from us. 

Il I wiſhwe could be fo happy as to offer 
any thing upon this Head, that might, in 
any Meaſure, leſſen that fond Eſteem the po- 1 
liter World have for the Delights of Senſe. | 
TE! But 
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But doubtleſs it would be no flight Affront 
tothe Underſtandings of the gay, [fluttering 
Part of Mankind, to attempt to prove that 
they were ſhamefully pad on in their 
Purſuit of Pleaſure; Pleaſure, their Infant 
Study, the Darling of cheir Vouth, and 
the! Boaſt of their riper Vears. It would be 
an Indignity unpatdonable to their very nice 
and diſtinguiſhing Judgments, form'd upon 
0 lefg Experience; and approved by all 
Whe, have any Taſte or Reliſhi for the Deli- 
actes of Life, to advance ahy Thing ſo 
mdſiſtrouſh ſocking, as that they, even 
che Solis of Joy, and gallant Patrons of De- 
ght, were the moſt abſolute Slaves in the 
World Slaves too condemn'd, as it were, 
to. 50 00 inn the ſame beaten Track of com- 
mon Pleaſures, Strangers to Variety and 
Change. ck er Im pretty rell afſur d, 
ogy little Joe back, a very amoderäte 
Degree of Attention and Reflection, (their 
greateſt Foes) * [would p point out their Chains; 
and a Habitual [Blot Kanchs: faithful 
Voice within them, might make them ſen- 
ble bf the Weight ef their Shackles, and 
diſpoſe them reſolutely to caſt off the in- 
Slorions Voke, and walk at Liberty. What 


an inſipid Round of what they call Plea- 
ſure, 


talen, and reconciled, &c. 41 
ſure, but the Angels, FoLLY, do they per- 


form ? However they may plume themſelves 
upon the Delicacy of their Taſte ; their 


Pretences of paſſing from Flower to Flower, 
and extracting the choiceſt Sweets from 
them all, yet others might be tempted to 
think that they were put off with very ſmall 


Matters, and are not at all hard to pleaſe. 


Minute Deſcription might perha ap? be bring- 


Ing the Point too low, and de ending | be- 


neath the Dignity of this Place ; for verily 
their High Life is very low Tin” But I ſay 
again in general, were we to trace their Pur- 
ſuits, what an inſipid Round, what a ful- 
ſome Repetition of Enjoyment i is it made up 
of? Follow them but one Day or two, and 
you ſee them through the whole of their 


Life * Amazing | that theſe fond, profeſ- 


ſedly 7004 Pupils of dear VARIETY ſhould 
be ſo much captivated with that which has 
ſo much of Sameneſs in it! But there is 
not only no Variety in what conſtitutes their 
Happineſs, but really it is fo mix'd and al- 
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lay'd, ſo much made up of Hopes and 
Fears, of Imaginations big with the Proſ- 
pet of approaching Delights, and Depreſ- 


ſions that lay them proportionally flat after 
Diſappointment, that it hardly deſerves the 
Name of Happineſs. Do but conſider a 
Man eagerly bent after the, bodily Appe- 


a. 


\ 


tites ; how 1s he rack'd and tortur'd ? What 
perpetual Uneaſineſs and Anxiety muſt he 
needs undergo. ? What Confuſion, how di- 


ſturb'd and muddy muſt all be within? 


* 


What Torment muſt he endure from his 
ungovern'd Mind, giving Way to the Rage 
and Fury of a reſented Diſappointment? 
And how muſt his envious Heart rot away ? 


A 1 gloouny Dejection of Mind, a low Faint- 


s of Spirits, Diſtreſs and' Pain, Shame 
and Remorſe, are his uſual Companions ! 
This i is a pitiable State; and the more theſe 


turbulent Appetites are indulg d, they gain 


proport ionably the greater 'Stren gth, till at 
length they become too violent to be re- 


ſtrained, and the unhappy Creature is tofs'd 
and agitated, and made the Sport of every 
lawleſs Paſſion. To the great Reproach 


then and Ignominy of human Nature let it 
be ſaid, that Men ſpend one Day after ano- 
art; under the hard Subj ection of eternally 
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a purſuing and eternally condemning theſe 
very Purſuits. And if this be not Bondage, 
if this be not Slavery, I don't know what 
may be called ſo. And yet ſuch is the mi- 
ſterious Nature of this Slavety, ſo different 
Is it from every other Kind, it ſo dims and 
obſcures the Underſtanding, gives ſuch a 

rverſe Turn to the Will, fo intoxicates 
the whole Man, that we ſeek no Means to 
eſcape from it, but ſeem rather to hug our 
Chains than defire Freedom and Enlarge- 
ment. Strange Infatuation ! Shall we, be 
ſo, ſenſible, of, ſhall we ſhudder even at a 
Deſcription of the ſevere Hardſhips of the 
Gallies, or the Cruelties of the Mine; the 
Horrid Bafbarities of Algiers,” ot the much 
mote. horrid. (becauſe from a much more 
Horrid Pretence, for the Sake of the F athet 
of Merdies and the tender Saviour of Man- 
kind) ihquiſitory Barbarities of tyrannical 
Priefts ; ſhall human Nature, I tay, feel ſo 
much ehln from a Deſcription of fuch Sort 
of Slavery, and yet be altogether inſenſible 
to the much more dangerous Slavery of our 
ow n Minds ; a Slavety, founded in a baſe 


« . 


Subjention of every Thing nobte, and man- 
ly, and generous to Fs hardeſt of Task- 
Maſters, to the moſt lawleſs, and deſpo- 
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tick of all Tyrants, our own Paſſions ?. 
Ye Men of Pleaſure, who pique yourſelves Fi 
much upon your boundleſs unreſtrained Li- 
cence in your Purſuits, call up your Atten- 
tion that has been ſo long lull'd aſleep, ex- 
erciſe your Manhood but for a Moment, 
and try whether an honourable Shame don't 
enſue, from your being confined to the nar- 
row Limits of ſo ſmall a : IRCLE as that At- 
tention will open up to you; and that too 
purchas'd at the Expence of fo much Pains 
and Induſtry, at the Expence of Strength 
of Body, and , Fortitude of Mind, at the 
dear-bought Expence « even of Liberty itſelf, 
which ſeems to fit higheſt, in. your Eſteem, 
and w ich, I hope, you will aſſert and con- 
tend fo Or., Be. not ſo unjuſt to yourſelyes, 
nay, be not 0 ſelf. de nied, (for I affirm 
that an Attachment to Fa h low Pleaſures 
argues the ſevereſt Self-denial) Qs to take 
up- with  Enjoyments ſo thin in Quali- 
tog! and 10 few in Number, whilſt you have 
within your, Graſp Joys 10 ſubſtantial, and 
of ſuch infinite Diverfity,, Does not "this 
diſcover a moſt nigg gardly Inclipation, to 
ftarve 2midſt Plenty and a i wilful tantali- 


Zilig yourſelves, oil it is in your Power to 


be filled with the * Repaſt! p 2 
Tart 


talen, and reconciled, &c: 4 N 


Tur Pleaſures I would oppoſe to Senſe, 
which I will but juſt mention, are what flow 
from true unfeigned Piety ; generous, exten- 
five Charity and Love to our Fellow-Crea- 
tures ; the Pleaſures that ſpring from Friend- 
ſhip's engaging facred Tie ; from habitual 
Temperance andregular Living; the Pleaſures 
of agrateful Heart, which owing, owes not“; 
or thoſe of ſteady Juſtice in all our Dealings 
and Commerce. Theſe indeed are Pleaſures; 
Pleaſures vaſtly ſuperior to every Joy of 
Senſe ; and ſuch, Men who are under the 
ſweet Influence of Reaſon and Virtue taſte. 
Here is our Glory ; this is the ſupreme En- 
tertainment of Man. For thus, all our ir- 
regular Appetites and Paſſions, every im- 
petuous Motion of the Spirit, every diſor- 
derly Affection (whoſe Indulgence is una- 
voidably followed with great Confuſion and 
Diſorder in our own Breaſts, -and often the 
Cauſes of Miſery and Unhappineſs to Man- 
kind) are reſtrained and ſubdued. Nothing 


appears within but a perpetual Calm and 


Tranquility. The ſtill ſmall Voice of a 
faithful Conſcience is only heard. And how 
unſpeakable the Happinefs of thoſe, Who 
under the native Influence of Reaſon and 
Virtue, poſſeſs their Souls in Peace and Joy? 

Free 


— £ 
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Free from all vexatious Troubles either with- 
in or without? N othing to unquiet Meir 
Spirits ? For there i is eternal Sedateneſs, Se. 
renity, and high Self- enjoyment. There, 
no gloomy, adverſe Circumſtances, no dan- 
gerous Elation of the Mind in a proſperous . 
State ever enters. And ſurely, no tranſito- 
ry, flaſhy Gratification, no Rapture of Senſe, 
however tranſporting, however, ecſtatick, 
dare venture the bold Compariſon with 
this more refined. virtuous Enjoyment. — 
Common Senſe, then, Reaſon, , Virtue, Re- 
ligion, Liberty, Manhood, God and Hea-. 


yen; are . againſt the low-taſted Senſualiſt, 


Fr." what ſhall he, what can he find in the 
whole Circle of his Wild, giddy, fluctu- 
ating Tranſports, to preponderate ſuch 
weighty, ſuch important Matters. No, 
they admit of no equal Compariſon with 
theſe exalted diviner Things. They ſicken, 
fade, die, and vaniſh before them. Can i it 
require much Penetration to ſee that the 
Pleaſures of Senſe are not capable. of furniſh- 
ing any noble or generous, Delight? But 
grant they do, yet they cannot laſt, but are 


Hel ctive in Point of Duration. 
ow Tidiculous 1 is it ſo far to impoſe up- 


pon aur Underſtandings, as to fix upon that 
firing | A8 


o 
J 
4 
4 
3 
7 ; 
Q 
5 
? 


zaken, and reconciled, &c. 47 


as true Happineſs and ſolid Comfort, which 
we muſt preſently, God knows how ſoon, 


leave behind us, and never again offer them- 


ſelves to our View ?--- How wretched their 


Caſe who ſtarve a Day, to procure, as it were, 
Miſery eternal ? Doleful Penance ! None 


ſure, who have not wrought themſelves in- 
to a Deſpair of a happy Hereafter, can 


blindly reaſon with the Senſualiſt, Let us 


< eat and drink,” and indulge in every un- 
| manly Exceſs, for © To-morrow we die.” 


St. Peter 'well knowing the Value of this 


Life, and of that to come, affectionately 


exhorts his Brethren, all Chriſtians, in his 
1g. Epiſt. ii. 11. Dearly Beloved, I be- 
* ſeech you as Strangers and Pilgrims, to 


e abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, which war 
e againſt the Soul.” The Pleaſures of Senſe 
are the greateſt Enemies we Pilgrims meet 


with. They wage War againſt us; and 
few have the noble Courage of venturing a 
Combat with ſo powerful Adverſaries; but 


like effeminate Daſtards and feeble Cow- 


ards, we yield to the firſt Onſet, and are 
carried the inglorious Captives of the rude 


Spoilers. + What deep Impreſſion ſhould 
it make upon our Minds, to think, that if 


we are not brave enough to defend our 


Rights 
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Rights againſt the common. Invader, we 
ſhall be as much incapacitated to make good 
our Journey, as the Merchant is to carry 
on his Traffick, who is impoſed upon, and 
ſubmits to every lurking Enemy that throws 
himſelf in his Way, to deprive him of his 
Property. For the Merchandize we deal 
in is an unwearied Warfare with theſe la- 
tent Enemies of our Souls; and a violent | 
Oppoſition and glorious Victory over them 
is the very Traffick we muſt carry with us, 

without which there can be no Commerce, 

no Familiarity, nor Acquaintance with the 
other World. This is the rich Ore we 
muſt bring along with us; and it is contra- 
ry to the inviolable Lawn. and Cuſtoms of 
that Country to admit of any other Mer- 
chandize. The higheſt priz'd Gem elſe- 
where, is, according to the innate Conſtitu- 
tion of that Country, of no Value. But an 
untainted Innocence, a preſerving ourſelves, 

by a dauntleſs invincible Reſolution, unſpot- 
ted from the World *, that is the chiefeſt 


and 
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taken, and reconciled, &c. 49 
and moſt neceſſary Article; and if ever we 
hope, if ever we have the leaſt Curio ſity to 
cultivate ſo noble, ſo advantageous a Corre- 
ſpondence, we muſt © cleanſe ourſelves 
* from all Filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spi- 
* rit, and perfect Holineſs in order to ſe 
% God'*, This we muſt labour to improve 
in all the Way of our Journey; and without 
ſuch a Congruity and Likeneſs with the De- 
nizons there, the great City Gates will be 
ſhit upon us, the Doors of Reft will be re- 
fus'd, and all Hopes of gaining Entran 
will be vain and N 
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co One View of Human Life 
THERE is a temperate Abſtemiouſneſs 
with regard to ſenſual Delights then, which 
we ought to aim at, and muſt be attained 
by us, if we would be attemper'd for Hea- 
ven. To have our Appetites under ſuch 
prudent Regulation and Reſtraint, as, at the 
fame time that we taſte the good Things of 
Life with a true Reliſh, with Chearfulneſs and 
Thankſgiving, not ſourly overlooking what 
is not in its own Nature bad, but becomes 
ſo from Abuſe, we may be preſerved like- 
wiſe from being altogether devoted to them 
and immerſed in them. So to taſte the 
Pleaſures of Time, as that we may be per- 


petually upon our Guard that they do not 


prove Hindrances to the eternal ; to have 


our Faith of unfeen Delights ſo habitually 
ſtrong and lively, as to overcome every 


Temptation that might fruſtrate our glorious 


Hopes ; ſuch ſhould be our fix'd Temper 


and Reſolution... But how pitiable is it to 


ſee Men act as if their ſole Expectations 


were from theſe Things? How unmanly is 
it in thoſe who are aſſured of a Life after 
this, and that too happy or miſerable, ac- 


_ cording as the State of their Souls is at their 


Departure hence, to lead Lives altogether 
devoted to the Body, and the brutal En- 
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joyments it is capable of; as if that was the 
Spring of their Hopes, and as if from their 
only immortal Part, they entertain'd no 
Thoughts of Immortality ? The Common- 
neſs of this Practice ſerves as an Extenuation 
with many; but alas! if they are all mi- 
ſtaken (as cool Reaſon at once convinces 
them they are) the Miſtake is only the more 
dreadful and tremendous, becauſe ſo great 
a Number is deceived. How ſenſible muſt 
ſuch Men be of the Impertinency of their 
Conduct, would they but attend to it? 

The Body, tis true, is a convenient Habi- 
tation to entertain the better Part, and we 
ſhould by no Means contemn and deſpiſe it, 
ſeeing God, in his infinite Wiſdom, has al- 
lotted it for us; but let us too have right 
Conceptions concerning it, and not be car- 
ried away by bare Appearances “. Were 
we born to tend it only ? Was it to take 
. care of, pamper, and indulge a Body we 
are brought into the World ? What noble 
End would there be in this? Is Fleſh and 
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Blood made capable of immortal Produc- 


tions! And do not Brutes live as hig h ? 
Shall we be ſo fond of that for its own fake 


which is ſhortly to be put off? Or matters 
it whether the outward Man periſheth, if 
the inward is renewed Day by Day ? 
 WiTu regard again to the © Luſt of the. 
« Eve”; 2 Greedy Deſire of Riches ; how 
mighty abſurd is this? To encourage an un- 
accountable Humour of heaping up Wealth, 
to the Deſtruction of a Man's Health and 
Spirits, to the forfeiting the Eſteem of his 


Friends and Neighbours, (it being impoſſible 


they ſhould love ſuch a Perſon) to the de- 
vouring of his Time, which ought to be 
ſpent to nobler Purpoſes, and a Diverſion 
from the main Purſuits of Life; facrificing 
Peace of Mind and Tranquility of Spirit to 
an Idol of Fancy ? How poor the Acquiſi- 
tion, to be ever . an Heap of Traſh, 
ſordid Counters, without any Bounds ſet 


to ſuch odd groveling Humour? What can 
the moſt plauſible Pretence, even that of 


Poſterity make, as an Apology for ſuch a 
little Turn of Mind? For alas! Experience 
ſhews what Snares too great Abundance 
lay, how dangarous to the Virtue of young 
Perſons, and how deſtructive of ſober, active 

Induſtry. 
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Induſtry. Many, no doubt, are led inſen- 


ſibly into Error this Way. Proviſion for 
themſelves or Families firſt employs their 


Care. Their Thoughts even about this, 


may at firſt move flow, through a Kind of 
Inaction that poſſeſſes many Men; but by 
Degrees, and favour'd by the Smiles of For- 
tune, they contract a higher Liking, and 
are engaged more ſtrongly in thefe Purſuits, 


till at laſt, that, which was with ſome: Dif- 


ficulty and Drowſineſs enter'd upon, is now 
quickened into Life and Action, and what 


at firſt was aimed at to procure the Neceſ- 
ſaries and little Elegancies of Life, comes to 
be admired for its own Sake, and abſtracting 
from its proper Uſes. Thus we ſee that 
what once was gone about with Indifference, 


may, by the wonderful Influence of Cuſ- 


tom, become admir'd, nay, ador'd. This, 
which is, no doubt, owing in ſome Mea- 
ſure to the natural Workings of our Con- 
ſtitution, may be ſome Extenuation of. the 
Vice. But wherefore ſerves Reaſon, but to 
correct Miſtakes ? How ſmall a Pittance 1s 
it that is neceſſary ? And it requires no great 
deal to procure even the Comforts of Being. 
No Man, I grant, is to overlook the Fa- 
vours of Heaven. ; ; and if Abundance of 

worldly 


54 One View of Human Life 

worldly Goods flows in upon him, he is 
not to deſpiſe and rejet them, for this 
would be ungratefully to ſpurn againſt the 
Giver. But ſure none need be at a Loſs to 
know the proper Uſe of Riches. Every 
Man ſhould look upon himſelf as a Commo- 
ner of the World, wherein he is to a& his 
Part ſo as to promote the common Good of 


that grand Society, which can only be ſup- 


ported by mutual good Offices. As in 
de one of thoſe fine Concerts, where every 
“one muſt perform his Part, that the 
* Harmony may be compleat. Money was 
« intended to buy Friends and purchaſe 
« Mankind.” This is the nobleſt Uſe of 
Riches. In themſelves they are of no Va- 


Tue ; and there is but one Way for us 


Strangers to conſign them to our native 
Country, and if we follow that, we pro- 
vide for ourſelves Bags that wax not old, 
* a Treaſure in the Heavens that faileth 
not.” To what has been faid upon this 
Head, let us ſtill keep in our Remembrance 
the following general Rules. 1 . That he 
who pays Regard to Money abſtracted from 
the proper Uſe of it, i. e. to procure an 
eaſy and happy Subſiſtance to himſelf, and 
the ems, + Relief and Comfort to 

all 


taken, and confidered, &c. 55 
all who come within his Influence, groſly 
miſtakes the Means for the End : That he 
who is ſtill anxiouſly ſollicitous about more 
whilſt he has got a Sufficiency, is in Fact 
only hunting after what he is already poſ- 
ſeſſed of, though he is ſo blinded as not to 
know it. That much leſs Labour than the 
Miſer ſubmits to, to procure what cannot 
poſſibly remain with him more than Forty 
or Fifty Years, would, directed in ano- 
ther Channel, procure him Heaven, and 
the laſting Riches of Eternity. That 
we would do well not to be carried a- 
way againſt Reaſon by our ſwoln Imagi- 
nations, and think that more is neceſſary to 
our Happineſs than what really is. That 
we be not ambitious ſo much to emulate 
thoſe of a more exalted Station, as frequent- 
ly to call to Mind the State of our Inferiors, 
and compare that with our own, which 
perhaps may reſtrain our own Deſires, and 
reconcile us better to our Condition.— With 
all, let us conſider how little the 
Ore will avail us in Times of inward Dif- 
ficulty and Diſtreſs. Can Gold quell the 
raging Violence of a Fever, give Eaſe to the 
Raheumatiſm or Gout, or buy off the rack- 
ing Pain of the 2 ? Can it charm the 


Tur- 
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Turbulence of the Sea into a Calm, and 
eircumſcribe her mighty Waves from over- 
whelming either its Poſſeſſor or his Trea- 
fare ? Will any Number of Pieces caſt into 
the Streets bribe the devouring Peſtilence, 
of * an Exemption to their Owner ? 
Or, (Emiffaries being Proof againſt the ſor- 
did Bait) will the Emiſſor himſelf ſell In- 
dulgencies? Has the glaring Metal ſo con- 
fus'd and darken'd their Mind's Eye, as that 
they can hope to purchaſe Heaven? Do 
none of - theſe come within the Influence of 
the God of "this World? Of what little Sig- 
nificancy then is it? Into how poor, how 
ſeanty a Meafure does it now ſhrink ? How 
trifling the Value ? How much beneath 
Sterling? Hence Men of Senſe who under- 
end 0 true Merchandize, eſteem it lower 
than the Currency. They can (diſtinguiſh, 
kane very well it won't paſs with them. 
We will now ſpeak a little of our right 
: Cbnduct towards the Dignities and Honours, 
the Pomp and Grandeur of the World, which 
fall under that of the Pride of Life.” 
Ap here 2 flight Review of the ambi- 
deus Mars Life, the Trouble and Difficul- 
ty, the Uneaſmeſs and Imſecurity of his 
"_y even When-he is ſeated in the Chair 
of 


talen, and reconciled, &c. 57 
of Honour, were enough, I ſhould think, 
to make us call in our aſpiring Deſires, and 
avoid climbing ſo dangerous a Precipice 
But what a Life of Rack and Torture muſt 
it be to be ever hunting after Preferment ? 
What Rubs and Rebuffs does he meet with 
in the Proſecution of it ? He knows well, 
that he can't always promiſe himſelf Succeſs, 
even in his beſt laid Schemes for Promo: 
tion and Grandeur ; but how wild and out- 
ragious that Spirit, whoſe high- ambitious 
Views are fruſtrated ? —- And ſuppoſe one 
Step attained, yet there Contentment ſeems 
to hide her Face. One Shove ſerves only 
as a Spur to his inſatiable Views, and while 
there is a higher Poſt of Honour, he thinks 
it would argue a Littleneſs of Spirit not to 
aim at it; and is never at Mind's Eaſe 
while another ſhines out with a brighter 
Luſtre than himſelf ; till at Length through 
a World of Anxiety he mounts up to the 
Top of his Hopes, the higheſt Pinnacle of 
his Glory; where, very probably, he can't ſo 
far ſurmount his uſual Diſp6ſition of graſping 


at more, as to check a vain pining Diſcon- 


tent that a Stop ſhould be put to his Career, 
Or if that ſhould not be the Caſe, behold, 
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how dangerous his Situation! Howoflippery 
his Footing !! How - dazzling to look! down 
from ſuch a Height Though he has no- 
thing more to hope, yet has he many things 
to fear. thouſand Cares ſtart up before 
him; Cares, that ſpr ing, perhaps, from the 
too important Weight of the Affairs lodg'd 
in his Hands, which may prove dangerous 
to his Conduct; direful Apprehenſſons from 
the Children of Envy, or painful Diſtruſt 
of Friends, or from innumerable other ei- 
ther real or imaginary Cauſes, which a low- 
er Condition has the Privilege of being ex- 
empted from. All Which (like the Force 
of too gredt a Variety of Objects crowding 
into the! Eye of one raisd upon à lofty 
Tower, and multiplying too faſt to be all 


taken in) prove too powerful for the Senſe, 


confuſe and: turn the Brain, ſo that the gid- 
dy Gazer being no longer able to hold his 

Station, and incapable of Retreating, falls 
headlong from the Height, and is daſhed to 


Pieces where he. firſt took his Riſe. 


A noble nage, the Effect of a noble Ima- 


gination is juſt brought to my Remembrance, 


and may, I think, with Propriety be men- 
Wann here. Ambition is like a Wave 
upon che Waters, which never ceaſes to ex- 
« pand 
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4 pand itſelf till by broad ſpreading it comes 
to nought. ! Such is the Fall of the 
ambitious ; and the Steps by which he roſs 
were compos'd of Cares, and fix d by endleſs 
Toil and Travel. —— There appears no- 
thing then in the Life of the aſpiring to be 
envied ; unleſs the Want of Reſt, Repoſe, 
and Comfort may be the Objects of En- 
vy. — Even the common Benefits of Na- 
ture are denied him. He knows not what 
it is to enjoy his Morſel or his Friend. The 
endearing Pleaſures of a Family, of Father, 
Husband, Child, he is a Stranger to. The 
beautiful returning Variety of the Seaſons 
he is too much buſied to reliſh; and even 
the Works of God delight not him.-— Let 
Envy then be changed into Pity, and Re- 
pining into Compaſſion ; for every thing 


combines to declare the fond Admirer of the 
Pride of Life to be moſt; unhappy and 


wretched. We ſhould be very careful of 
being much taken with outward Appear- 
ances. Let little Minds only be thus captiva- 
ted. For ſurely it is a Mark of a little Spirit, 
to behold with much Admiration ſuch ex- 
ternal Dazzle. If we were to examine the 
Inwards, which all this Splendor ſerves only 
to conceal, we ſhall find Men receive no 
ls II 8 Em- 
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Embelliſhments from the gaudy tinſel Orna- 
ments, but ſhould rather have our Indigna- 
tion rais'd at the Diſſonancy of the feather'd 
Outſide, : and the poor, ſcanty Furniſhing 
within. Let us not be-carried off with a 
meer Show, and think thoſe the only hap- 
py Perſons, whoſe Appearance and Retinue 
is gay and ſplendid. This adds not a whit 
to their intrinſick Worth, and Happineſs 
does not lie this Way; but according to 
the moral State of the Mind, they are to 
be pronounced happy or miſerable ; and 
this is a Poſſeſſion to be attained equally by 
the poor and rich : How much beneath a 
Candidate of Heaven is it to ſue and flat- 
ter, to cringe and bow for an airy Phan- 
tom ; ſervilely to attend amidſt a nume- 
rous Lever of Paraſites, whoſe Geſtures and 
Motions, whoſe Smiles and Frowns, whoſe 
Hearts and Souls, and every Thing, but their 
Swords, are all at the Beck, or moving of 
the Finger of, but a Lump of dignified 
Clay; whoſe Happineſs depends upon ſuch 
obſequious Servility, and who is weak e- 
nough to take ſuch fulſome Adulation for 
the real Acknowledgement of his high 
Worth. For here he places his very Hea- 
n; and his Menials honour him with the 


Titles 
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Titles and Dignities even of a God ; tho' 
a Guſt of infectious Breath would blaſt him 
in a Moment, and bend his ſtubborn Heart 
to ſue, unaccuſtom'd, for Pardon from the 
great Sovereign of the World, whoſe Chair 
he impiouſly uſurp'd, and whoſe Honours 
he blaſphemouſly rivall'd. —— I do not 
mean that we ſhould deſpiſe, or offer any 
Indignity to thoſe whom God hath been 
pleas'd to raiſe above us; no, ſuch Contempt 
might poſſibly be attended with Confufion 
and Diſorder in Society, the Peace of which, 
we are all bound to promote. But who, 
that has honourable and exalted Sentiments 
of the Supreme, could be tempted to fuch 
mean Condeſcenſions, as to court delufive 
Honour, and be unwearied in it, from 
him who is but a Mortal, and muſt himſelf 
ſhortly ſtand at the great Bar, and be as 
fervent in his Addreſſes to obtain the unal- 
terable favour of the King of Kings as the 
moſt deſpiſed of the Sons of Men, Should 
not theſe Sentiments put an eternal Stop to 
ſuch unhallow'd Homage, and make Men 
bluſh to ſtoop ſo low ? Sure the noble Mind, 
that's bent on immortal Glory, could not 
deign to mix with the buſy Throng of 
State-medlars, or the Flatterers of the I- 

: MAGES 
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MA Es of , Greatneſs, whilſt he bears conti- 
nually upon his Mind the great ORIGINAL. ; 
and has his Eye conſtantly towards him 
from whom all Power, all Grandeur, all 
Dignity are derived. Such lively Impreſ- 
ſions will make him overlook the Shadow 
and purſue the Subſtance; and if he is un- 
der any Temptation to be concerned in ſuch 
Affairs, he can ſay from his very Soul, ( as 
the Philoſopher to the Jealous Tyrant) © We 
<..of this Academy have not Leiſure to 


mind ſuch mean Things; we have ſome- 


b elſe to do than to talk of you.“ 
To uſe the Words of an eminent Divine, “ 
He hath ſtill the Image before his Eye, 


of this World vaniſhing and pafling away; 
ef the other with the everlaſting Affairs 


* and Concernments of it, even now ready 


to take Place and fill up all the Stage; and 
can repreſent to himſelf the Viſion (not 
from a melancholy Fancy or crazed Brain, 
« but a rational Faith, and a fober well 
<« inſtructed Mind) of the World diſſolving, 
« Monarchies and Kingdoms breaking up, 
_ << Thrones. tumbling, Crowns and Scepters 
«« b as e 3 He en: a 


"Telefope 
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e Teleſcope through which he can behold 
< the glorious Appearance of the ſupreme 
Judge; the ſolemn State of his majeſtick 
% Perſon; the ſplendid Pomp of his mag- 
c nificent and vaſtly numerous Retinue; 
©. the obſequious Throng of glorious cœle- 
ce ſtial Creatures, doing Homage to their 
< eternal. King; the ſwift F light of his 
<<. royal Guards, ſent forth into the four 
* Winds, to gather the Elect, and covering 
the Face of the Heavens with their 
<« ſpreading Wings; the univerſal ſilent At- 
< tention of all to that loud ſounding- Trum- 
e pet that ſhakes the Pillars of the World, 
<« pierces the inmoſt Caverns of the Earth, 
« and reſounds from every Part of the en- 
<« circhng Heavens; the many Myriads of 
« joytul Expectants King changing, put- 
ce ting on Glory, taking Wing, and con- 
<« tending upwards, to join themſelves to the 
« triumphant . heavenly: Hoſt; the Judge- 
<« ment ſet; the Books: opened; the fright- 
« ful amazed Looks of ſurprized Wretches; 
e the equal Adminiſtration of the final 
ge Judgment ; the Adjudication of all to 
« their eternal States; the Heavens roll'd 
« up as 4 Scroll; the Earth and all Things 
5e therein conſumed and burnt up. 


*« AND 
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* Axp now, what Spirit is there any 
t more left in him towards the trivial Af- 
«| fairs of a vaniſhing World? how indiffe- 
rent a Thing is it with him, wo bears 

* himſelf higheſt in a State of Things 
«whereof he foreſee. the certain nnn; 
« End”? | 

AFTER all that has been fad, how natu- 
ral is it to enter into ſuch a Soliloquy as this, 
which you'll readily pardon, if I give you 
in the well adapted Words of the excellent 
Writer above quoted. © Lord, I have 
% view'd the World over in which thou 
« haſt ſet me; I: have tried how this 
<« and that Thing will fit my Spirit and 
te the Deſign of my Creation; and can find 
nothing in which to reſt, for nothing here 
te doth "itſelf reft ; but ſuch Things as 
te pleaſe. me for a while, in ſome: Degree, 
% vaniſh and flee as Shadows from before 
c me. Lo, I come to thee, the eternal 


cc Being, the Spring of Life, the | Centre 


„ of Reſt, the Stay of the Creation, the 
« Fulneſs of all Things! I join myſelf to thee , 
« with thee I will lead my Life and ſpend 
« my Days, with whom I am to dwell for 
e ever, expecting when mylittle Time is over 
eto be taken e'er long to thy Eternity. 


To 
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To conclude this Diſcourſe ; Let us too, 
who profeſs the Name and Character, with 
juſt Sentiments of this our imperfect State, 
pay a becoming Deference to our kind com- 
paſſionate Redeemer, Chriſt Jeſus *. Let 
us devote ourſelves to the affectionate Service 
of our gracious Lord and Maſter ; to the 
ſteady and chearful Obſervance of all his 
righteous Laws. Suffer the Name of Je- 
ſus, in Defiance of all the Oppoſition of 
Man, to recommend it ſelf to your warm- 
eſt Affections, and tendereſt Regards. Let 
it be very dear to us in this our Pilgrimage 
State; that Name, to which we ſtand ſo 
much indebted, that it would argue our 
Souls loſt to every generous and grateful 


Sentiment, were it not held in very high 


Eſteem by us. Such Friendſhip as he diſ- 
cover'd to fallen Man, ought ſurely to draw 
and conſtrain the ſtricteſt Loyalty from Man 


*The Mention I here make of the Author of our Salva- 
tion, which was occaſioned by my preaching this Part of tle 
Diſcourſe after the Commemoration of our Lord's laſt Sup- 
per, will not, I preſume, be thought impertinent, or need 
Apology to any who are duly ſenſible of his kind and mer- 
ciful Intentions towards us, expreſs'd by his coming down 
from Heaven, and ſuffering, and dying, in order more ef- 
fecually to point out our Way through the dark gloomy Pil- 
grimage we have been deſcribing. | 


I reſtored. 
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reſtored, Let the moſt harden'd Sinner but 
take an attentive View of the mighty things 
that have been done for him, and ſurely his 
impenetrable Heart cannot but be ſoftened 
into angelic Love.---- Behold, the firſt Mo- 
ver of the great redeeming Scheme, the God 
of Compaſſions, who merits our higheſt 
Praiſes ! Behold his Bowels mov'd with 


more than Father's Pity for one Branch of his 


great Family irrecoverably loſt and devoted 
to eternal Deſtruction ! Behold him reſtrain- 


ed, as it were, by an inward Force, which, 


though always gentle, yet always ſuperior 
and prevailing in the divine Nature! He 
cannot deſtroy and blaſt his once-fair Off- 


ſpring ; though now hardly a Veſtige of the 


divine Image remains but what is defac'd, 
and even expung'd by their unnatural Luſts, 
their idolatrous Superſtitions, and baſe Un- 
mindfulneſs of the Rock from whence they 
were hewn ! Behold him calling together 
Heaven's high Council, and making the 


grand Propoſal of admitting Man to ano- 


ther Trial of his forfeited Integrity! What 
ineffable Glory now ſurrounds the Throne 
of Majeſty ? How bright, how illuſtrious 
does Divinity here appear ? How well 
pleas'd that auguſt Aſſembly at the godlike 
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Deſign ? How gracious their Smiles upon 
their infinitely condeſcending Deity ? How 
attent their Eyes upon the wondrous Un- 
dertaker, the well qualified Redeemer ? 
And O what Delight and Joy was ſhed 
through that bleſt Congreſs upon the Com- 
mand given and received Unſpeakable 
Tranſport to the angelic Beholders ! The 
richeſt poſſible Repaſt to the celeſtial Com- 
pany, who feed on Love, and are nouriſh'd 
by communicating ! and who are too ten- 
der-hearted, to bear the Thoughts of one 
Creature periſhing in the whole Univerſe 


of God. Jeſus, like a God, ſteps in, and 


interpoſes between much-oftended Majeſty, 
and felf-condemned Mortals ; to break the 
Force of that dreadful Thunder, already 
ſummon'd from the Armory of God, and 
waits only its laſt direful Command, to daſh 
theſe Children of Rebellion and utter Im- 
penitence to Pieces, and blot them out of 
the vaſt Creation, for ever conſign'd to re- 
medileſs Puniſhment ! The well-beloved 
Son ſtrips himſelf of his princely Grandeur, 
leaves the dear Father's Boſom, and aſſumes 
the human Form, in order to lead poor, 
weary, deſpairing Mortals to his heavenly 
Manſions, and guide them to eternal Reft ! 
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The Perſon, the Deſign, and Execution are 
equally great and aſtoniſhing ! Wondrous 
Story ! And will any Son of Virtue, any 
Child of Gratitude heſitate to enroll his 
Name in his Remembrancer, enliſt under 
his Banner, and follow him through good 
and bad Report ? See the Captain of our 


Salvation, the Author and Finiſher of our 


Faith ! For our Sakes he lived here in 
Shame, Reprozch, and Contumely ; for 
our Sakes, he was buffeted and ſcqurg'd; 
was dragg'd like a Felon, wounded, at- 
flicted and bruis'd ; for our Sakes, he was 
nailed to a bloody and a ſhameful Croſs, 
and Streams of clotted Gore iſſued out of 
numberleſs Fountains from his precious Bo- 
dy, and he finiſhed a painful Life in the 
greateſt Agony and Torment ; for our 
Sakes, he was held under the Power of 


Death for a Time ; for our Sakes, he broke 
the Chains e e overcame Death, and 


him that had the Power of Death, and 
brought Life and Immortality to a clearer 
Light by his Reſurrection; and by his glo- 
rious and triumphant Aſcenſion, he unbarr'd 
Heaven's faſt-ſhut Gates, and procured a 
free Admittance to us | Now he waves his 
zolden Standard ! his TE are diſplay'd 


far | 
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far and wide ! See the flaming Colours! 
The ſhining Creſt! The glorious Armory! 
How warmly does he preſs us to enliſt! And 
can a Heart of Stone be Proof againſt the 
kind Invitations of fo ſweet a Friend, ſo 
honourable a Captain? Do we met find our- 
ſelves happily conſtrained by the Redeemer's 
perſuaſive Eloquence ? Is it not our Amb. 
tion to be under the Command of the Lord 
of Life, and the Prince of Glory ? Let the 
vaniſhing Glory of Mortals fade and die up- 
on our Lips, but let the Praiſes of the Lamb 
for ever dwell upon our Tongues. This is 
the Song that yields above immortal Har- 
mony. How do Flights of Angels tune their 
golden Viols to the Lamb that was ſlain, 
and the celeſtial Choir for ever magnify it ? 
And ſhall Man make no Aſſay to mingle 
with the heavenly Company ? Shall not the 
redeemed of the Lord murmur forth his 
glorious Praiſe ? Well might inanimate Na- 
ture be ſupplied with Voice to expoſe and 
upbraid him, did he fail in this his ſo be- 
coming Duty | Are we fatisfy'd of the 
Emptineſs and Wretchedneſs of this Life? 
And ſhall we not put ourſelves under his 
Guidance? Does Sorrow, Miſery, Death 
and Woe, take their Turn here, and reign ? 
1 . . Shall 
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70 One View of Human Life 
Shall we not fly to Jeſus, as our ſure Rock, 
till the Indignation is over paſt ? Shall not 
he, in whom all Fullneſs dwells, and who 
can guide us to his holy Hill, be our Refuge 


and our Shelter, till this Life, compos'd of 


many a Storm, 1s blown by ? 

To our Redeemer and Saviour let us 
give ourſelves up without Reſerve, and wait 
with Chearfulneſs till our Change, our glo- 
rious and happy Change come. It matters 
not. what befalls us here. It is not really 
worth our while to be out of Humour, to 
have our Tempers ruffled or diſcompoſed 
from what may happen us now. All E- 
vents are brought about by infinite and un- 
erring Wiſdom ; and the bittereſt Cup is de- 
ſigned only to be ſucceeded with the greater 
Sweets, in that Country where alone is true 
unmixed Joy. How placid and ſerene ſhould 
this make our Spirits? and how joyfully 
ſhould we take the ſpoiling of our Goods, 
and even Death itſelf, as the happy Means 
of introducing us to Eternity, to that tri- 
umphant Jubilee where the Sons of God 
ſhout for Joy. What Priſoner, ſays a a 
* Heathen, © would be ſorry to ſee the 
Walls of his Priſon-houſe mouldering 

down, 


Max. Tyr. 
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« down, and the Hopes arriving to him of 


<« being delivered out of that Darkneſs, that 
<< had buried him, of recovering his Liberty 
* and enjoying free Light? And ſhall we, 
ſhall Chriſtians be ſo unworthy, as to make 
it appear by our Conduct, that we were 


made what we are, intelligent and rational, 


for no excellent Purpoſe ; and thereby reflect 
Diſhonour upon the Author of our Frame? 
No, my Friends, let us not thus induſtri- 
ouſly work out our own Undoing. We are 
Heaven-born, highly dignified Creatures ; 
and let us not imagine the future World, an 
eternal happy State, ſo light and inglorious 
a Thing as not to demand our molt earneſt 
Sollicitude about it. And let us not be a- 
ſhamed to acknowledge in the Face of Man- 
kind, that this is the Courſe we ſteer. By 
this I do not mean that Degree of Aﬀecta- 


tion, ſuch proud boaſting, as ſome cunning 


Deſigners make a Show of, to impoſe upon 
the World, and obtain the ſordid End of 
Hypocrites ; but ſuch a modeſt Confi- 


dence as is not aſhamed to make its Hope 


viſible; not meanly diſpirited by the Rubs 
thrown in their Way, or laugh'd out of Coun- 
tenance by the Sneers of ſuch bold, tho' gro- 
veling Animals, that know not what it is to 


be 
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be rais d above the inglorious Joys of Senſe. 
It is ſuch Aeknowled gement a8 18 equally di- 
ſtant from deep mining Oſtentation (if 1 may 
be allowed to phraſe it ſo, for there are cer- 
tainly ſuch Characters, and moſt dangerous 
to Society) and a mean Timorouſneſs of Spi- 
rit, which may, not only terrify them from 
giving an Account, but even expoſe them to 
a Deſertion of the Hope that is in them. 
« Deſigns for Immortality cannot but ſhine 
* out, thoꝰ they do not affect a Glare. Juſt 
like thoſe gentle Spirits, rais'dby their Worth 
fo exalted and dignify'd Stations, who hap- 
pily, and without Defign, diſcover thetn- 
ſelves at the ſame time that they are Grrying 
with Mildneſs and good Nature to others. 
Let us then begin, if we never have done i it, 
to dreſs for Eternity. So to deck and ad6rn 
our Spirits, as that they may appear above 
quite correct to the Taſte of Heaven. Let us 
begin to put on the Robes of Immortality, the 
unſpotted Robes of Innocence and Righteouſ- 
neſs, Then ſhall we be rank d with thoſe that 
walk in white; and ſpend our endleſs Ages in 
adoring the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the Sins of the World; and be everlaſtingly 
breathing ſweet Incenſe to the uncaus'd 1975 


leſs Fountain of Light and Purity, . 
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